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Get the advantages of checking out routine for your life design. Reserve Killing The Black Body: Race,
Reproduction, And The Meaning Of Liberty By Dorothy Roberts message will always associate with the life.
The actual life, expertise, science, wellness, religious beliefs, home entertainment, and also much more can
be located in written books. Numerous authors supply their encounter, science, study, and all points to show
you. Among them is viathis Killing The Black Body: Race, Reproduction, And The Meaning Of Liberty By
Dorothy Roberts This publication Killing The Black Body: Race, Reproduction, And The Meaning Of
Liberty By Dorothy Roberts will provide the required of message and statement of the life. Life will be
finished if you understand much more points via reading e-books.

Amazon.com Review
Dorothy Roberts' passionate and well-documented book looks at a less-talked about side of the battle for
reproductive rights: the history of the social and governmental control of African American women's bodies.

Roberts, a law professor at Rutgers University, asserts that African American women have been engaged
from the start in an ongoing fight to gain control of their reproductive choice. First, in the early days of
American slavery, from control by white "masters' who forced slaves to produce children to work for them,
and now, from government "solutions' to African American child-bearing like the distribution of the long-
term contraceptive Norplant in African American communities.

Roberts also takes the mainstream feminist movement to task for working mostly for the "negative right" of
liberty, that is, the right of women to not have the government involved in their reproductive decision-
making. To Roberts this debate, focused mainly on government non-interference, ignores issues especially
important to African American women such as access to contraception or reproduction technologies.
"Reproductive freedom is a matter of socia justice," she says, stating further that it is social inequality, more
than any legal interference, that severely limits African American women's ability to choose how and
whether to have children. "We need a way of rethinking the meaning of liberty so that it protects all citizens
equally,” Roberts writes. "I propose that focusing on the connection between reproductive rights and racial
equality isthe placeto start." --Maria Dolan

From Library Journal

Rutgers law professor Roberts examines "the history of social policies used by the dominant power structure
to control black women's reproductive freedom.”

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Roberts's exploration of the history of African-American women and reproductive rights is brilliant,
controversial, and profoundly valuable. The author, a professor of law (Rutgers Univ.), brings forth aview of
black women wholly ignored by mainstream America. Beginning with slavery and moving to the present



day, she argues that white America has perpetuated a legacy of pathological social violence against black
women and their reproductive capabilities. Female slaves, Roberts asserts, were often bought with the
express purpose of using them as breeders; white males profited by raping black women and selling their
children. Later, in the first half of the 20th century, the eugenics movement turned contraception from atool
of women's liberation into atool of control to cut birth rates among southern blacks, and as late as the 1970s
black women were routinely sterilized by hysterectomies that were not medically necessary. More recently,
poor black women living in urban areas have been forced by courts, doctors, and health care organizations to
be implanted with the Norplant birth-control device; doctors frequently refuse to remove it on request.
Raberts's arguments are especially convincing because they are so well researched and thoroughly dissected.
Drawn from documented cases, African-American theorists, and media reports, Roberts's knowledge of her
subject is total. Instead of painting black women as passive victims of this reproductive racism, she
represents them through the image offered by aformer slave, Anna Julia Cooper, who characterizes the black
woman fighting to protect the bodies of her daughters as *"an entrapped tigress." Roberts outlines an agenda
for change in the final chapter, positioning the book as an important stepping-stone toward transforming the
way black women and their children are treated in America. ~"The denial of Black reproductive autonomy
serves the interests of white supremacy," Roberts states, and she demands her reader rethink the relationship
between race and reproduction. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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This is a no-holds-barred response to the liberal and conservative retreat from an assertive, activist, and
socially transformative civil rights agenda of recent years--using a black feminist lens and the issue of the
impact of recent legislation, social policy, and welfare "reform” on black women's--especially poor black
women's--control over their bodies autonomy and their freedom to bear and raise children with respect and
dignity in a society whose white mainstream is determined to demonize, even criminalize their lives. It
gives its readers a cogent legal and historical argument for a radically new , and socially transformative,
definition of "liberty" and "equality" for the American polity from a black feminist perspective.

The author is able to combine the most innovative and radical thinking on several fronts--racial theory,
feminist, and legal--to produce a work that is at once history and political treatise. By using the history of
how American law--beginning with slavery--has treated the issue of the state's right to interfere with the
black woman's body, the author explosively and effectively makes the case for the legal redress to the racist
implications of current policy with regards to 1) access to and coercive dispensing of birth control to poor
black women 2) the criminalization of parenting by poor black women who have used drugs 3) the
stigmatization and devaluation of poor black mothers under the new welfare provisions, and 4) the
differential accessto and disproportionate spending of social resources on the new reproductive technologies
used by wesalthy white couples to insure genetically related offspring.

The legal redress of the racism inherent in current American law and policy in these matters, the author
argues in her last chapter, demands and should lead us to adopt a new standard and definition of the libera
theory of "liberty" and "equality" based on the need for, and the positive role of government in fostering,
social aswell asindividual justice.
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Amazon.com Review
Dorothy Roberts' passionate and well-documented book looks at a less-talked about side of the battle for
reproductive rights: the history of the social and governmental control of African American women's bodies.



Roberts, a law professor at Rutgers University, asserts that African American women have been engaged
from the start in an ongoing fight to gain control of their reproductive choice. First, in the early days of
American slavery, from control by white "masters' who forced slaves to produce children to work for them,
and now, from government "solutions" to African American child-bearing like the distribution of the long-
term contraceptive Norplant in African American communities.

Roberts also takes the mainstream feminist movement to task for working mostly for the "negative right" of
liberty, that is, the right of women to not have the government involved in their reproductive decision-
making. To Roberts this debate, focused mainly on government non-interference, ignores issues especially
important to African American women such as access to contraception or reproduction technologies.
"Reproductive freedom is a matter of social justice," she says, stating further that it is social inequality, more
than any legal interference, that severely limits African American women's ability to choose how and
whether to have children. "We need a way of rethinking the meaning of liberty so that it protects all citizens
equally," Roberts writes. "l propose that focusing on the connection between reproductive rights and racial
equality isthe placeto start." --Maria Dolan

From Library Journal

Rutgers law professor Roberts examines "the history of social policies used by the dominant power structure
to control black women's reproductive freedom."

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Roberts's exploration of the history of African-American women and reproductive rights is brilliant,
controversial, and profoundly valuable. The author, a professor of law (Rutgers Univ.), brings forth a view of
black women wholly ignored by mainstream America. Beginning with slavery and moving to the present
day, she argues that white America has perpetuated a legacy of pathological social violence against black
women and their reproductive capabilities. Female slaves, Roberts asserts, were often bought with the
express purpose of using them as breeders; white males profited by raping black women and selling their
children. Later, in the first half of the 20th century, the eugenics movement turned contraception from atool
of women's liberation into atool of control to cut birth rates among southern blacks, and as late as the 1970s
black women were routinely sterilized by hysterectomies that were not medically necessary. More recently,
poor black women living in urban areas have been forced by courts, doctors, and health care organizations to
be implanted with the Norplant birth-control device; doctors frequently refuse to remove it on request.
Raoberts's arguments are especially convincing because they are so well researched and thoroughly dissected.
Drawn from documented cases, African-American theorists, and media reports, Roberts's knowledge of her
subject is total. Instead of painting black women as passive victims of this reproductive racism, she
represents them through the image offered by aformer slave, Anna Julia Cooper, who characterizes the black
woman fighting to protect the bodies of her daughters as "an entrapped tigress.” Roberts outlines an agenda
for change in the final chapter, positioning the book as an important stepping-stone toward transforming the
way black women and their children are treated in America. ~"The denial of Black reproductive autonomy
serves the interests of white supremacy," Roberts states, and she demands her reader rethink the relationship
between race and reproduction. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Most helpful customer reviews

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful.

Fascinating history of black women's reproductive history

By Bonnie Bear

This book is a must. The history of black women's reproductive health is a subject that is rarely taught in
schools. This book is very well researched and very accessible. It's a must read for anyone involved in



reproductive justice activism, social justice activism and anyone living in America. Roberts traces how past
events shape our present lives, particularly the lives of black women. Learn about the racist and classist
origins of policies like eugenics, welfare and birth control. The topics are heavy but you will be better for it.

26 of 28 people found the following review helpful.

Needed account of reproductive history

By Robin Orlowski

Roberts, a Rutgers law professor, examines the sociopolitical reproductive history of black women--
concluding this group did and still faces disparate treatment in public policy. The combined impact of
race/ethnicity, sex and ecconomic status govern black women's relation to their own bodies--and treatment
from policymakers and medical personnel.

While this premise has been previously examined by other scholars, Robert's contribution differsin legal
analysis of the state/women relationship specifically as it applies to black women. She also faults fellow
feminists for their ignorance, silence, and apathy towards black women's unique reproductive rights.
Begining with a critique of the predominantley white pro-choice movement for preoccupation with white
middle class women and the assumption reproductive access means the same thing for all groups, Roberts
holds black women's fertility is only valued if a predominantley white society can find ways to benefit from
it.

She also notes that illegal abortion took the highest tolls on low-income black women who were unlikely to
have the financial and political clout of rich white women to convince doctors to perform theraputic
abortions in secret. At the same time, abortion should not be the sole issue of atruly progressive reproductive
rights movement because coercive sterilization and contraceptive programs are also painful incidents in
black women's reproductive history.

The pro-choice movement should oppose reccent ‘welfare reform victories because of the destruction such
punitative measures have on black communities. Although most recipients were and continue to be white,
policy debates were flooded with inferred images of the black "welfare queen™ to foster and exacerbate racial
and class tensions within the most conservative industrialized nation in the world.

Because anything else repeats the very conditions she is seeking to eliminate, a truly progressive
reproductive policy supports the rights of all women to control their own bodies. Not enough to perform
"multicultural” outreach, all feminist reproductive rights groups must fully intergrate a multi-pronged, class
concious approach into their mission statement and policy objectives.

This book is an indispensible text for a social science course on reproductive rights, law, and/or social
policy, but should be read by all who are concerned about securing freedom for all.

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful.

Excellent book on reproductive health from a woman-of-color perspective!

By J. Washington

Although it is bittersweet (I wish there was no need for a book on this sour subject), | absolutely love this
book! Dr. Roberts thorough analysis of reproductive health as it relates to Black women is outstanding. Asa
medical and public health professional, | often refer to this book as a resource for various projects and
research. | recommend this book to anyone who is entering the field of reproductive health, medicine, or
health care. | also met Dr. Roberts and sheistruly a gem - sweet, down-to-earth, and very knowledgeable.

See dl 29 customer reviews...
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Y eah, checking out a book Killing The Black Body: Race, Reproduction, And The Meaning Of Liberty
By Dorothy Roberts could include your close friends checklists. Thisis just one of the formulas for you to
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understanding greater than other will certainly provide each success. Close to, the notification and also
impression of this Killing The Black Body: Race, Reproduction, And The Meaning Of Liberty By Dorothy
Raoberts could be taken and selected to act.

Amazon.com Review
Dorothy Roberts' passionate and well-documented book looks at a less-talked about side of the battle for
reproductive rights: the history of the social and governmental control of African American women's bodies.

Roberts, a law professor at Rutgers University, asserts that African American women have been engaged
from the start in an ongoing fight to gain control of their reproductive choice. First, in the early days of
American slavery, from control by white "masters' who forced slaves to produce children to work for them,
and now, from government "solutions' to African American child-bearing like the distribution of the long-
term contraceptive Norplant in African American communities.

Roberts also takes the mainstream feminist movement to task for working mostly for the "negative right" of
liberty, that is, the right of women to not have the government involved in their reproductive decision-
making. To Roberts this debate, focused mainly on government non-interference, ignores issues especially
important to African American women such as access to contraception or reproduction technologies.
"Reproductive freedom is a matter of socia justice," she says, stating further that it is social inequality, more
than any legal interference, that severely limits African American women's ability to choose how and
whether to have children. "We need a way of rethinking the meaning of liberty so that it protects all citizens
equally,” Roberts writes. "I propose that focusing on the connection between reproductive rights and racial
equality isthe placeto start." --Maria Dolan

From Library Journal

Rutgers law professor Roberts examines "the history of social policies used by the dominant power structure
to control black women's reproductive freedom.”

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Roberts's exploration of the history of African-American women and reproductive rights is brilliant,
controversial, and profoundly valuable. The author, a professor of law (Rutgers Univ.), brings forth aview of
black women wholly ignored by mainstream America. Beginning with slavery and moving to the present
day, she argues that white America has perpetuated a legacy of pathological social violence against black
women and their reproductive capabilities. Female slaves, Roberts asserts, were often bought with the
express purpose of using them as breeders; white males profited by raping black women and selling their
children. Later, in the first half of the 20th century, the eugenics movement turned contraception from atool
of women's liberation into atool of control to cut birth rates among southern blacks, and as late as the 1970s
black women were routinely sterilized by hysterectomies that were not medically necessary. More recently,
poor black women living in urban areas have been forced by courts, doctors, and health care organizations to



be implanted with the Norplant birth-control device; doctors frequently refuse to remove it on request.
Raoberts's arguments are especially convincing because they are so well researched and thoroughly dissected.
Drawn from documented cases, African-American theorists, and media reports, Roberts's knowledge of her
subject is total. Instead of painting black women as passive victims of this reproductive racism, she
represents them through the image offered by aformer slave, Anna Julia Cooper, who characterizes the black
woman fighting to protect the bodies of her daughters as "an entrapped tigress." Roberts outlines an agenda
for change in the final chapter, positioning the book as an important stepping-stone toward transforming the
way black women and their children are treated in America. " The denial of Black reproductive autonomy
serves the interests of white supremacy," Roberts states, and she demands her reader rethink the relationship
between race and reproduction. -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.
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