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Understanding the means the best ways to get this book What Technology Wants By Kevin Kelly is likewise
important. You have actually remained in ideal website to begin getting this info. Get the What Technology
Wants By Kevin Kelly web link that we give here as well as see the web link. You can buy the book What
Technology Wants By Kevin Kelly or get it when possible. You can swiftly download this What Technology
Wants By Kevin Kelly after obtaining bargain. So, when you need the book promptly, you can straight
obtain it. It's so simple and so fats, isn't it? You have to like to by doing this.

From Booklist
Verbalizing visceral feelings about technology, whether attraction or repulsion, Kelly explores the
“technium,” his term for the globalized, interconnected stage of technological development. Arguing that the
processes creating the technium are akin to those of biological evolution, Kelly devotes the opening sections
of his exposition to that analogy, maintaining that the technium exhibits a similar tendency toward self-
organizing complexity. Having defined the technium, Kelly addresses its discontents, as expressed by the
Unabomber (although Kelly admits to trepidation in taking seriously the antitechnology screeds of a
murderer) and then as lived by the allegedly technophobic Amish. From his observations and discussions
with some Amish people, Kelly extracts some precepts of their attitudes toward gadgets, suggesting folk in
the secular world can benefit from the Amish approach of treating tools as servants of self and society rather
than as out-of-control masters. Exploring ramifications of technology on human welfare and achievement,
Kelly arrives at an optimistic outlook that will interest many, coming, as it does, from the former editor of
Wired magazine. --Gilbert Taylor

Review
"...consistently provocative and intriguing."
-The Economist

About the Author
Kevin Kelly, author of the acclaimed Out of Control (called "required reading for all executives" by Fortune)
is editor-at-large of Wired magazine. He has been involved in such cultural innovations as The Hacker's
Conference and The Well. He lives in the Bay Area.
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A refreshing view of technology as a living force in the world.

This provocative book introduces a brand-new view of technology. It suggests that technology as a whole is
not a jumble of wires and metal but a living, evolving organism that has its own unconscious needs and
tendencies. Kevin Kelly looks out through the eyes of this global technological system to discover "what it
wants." He uses vivid examples from the past to trace technology's long course and then follows a dozen
trajectories of technology into the near future to project where technology is headed. This new theory of
technology offers three practical lessons: By listening to what technology wants we can better prepare
ourselves and our children for the inevitable technologies to come. By adopting the principles of pro-action
and engagement, we can steer technologies into their best roles. And by aligning ourselves with the long-
term imperatives of this near-living system, we can capture its full gifts. Written in intelligent and accessible
language, this is a fascinating, innovative, and optimistic look at how humanity and technology join to
produce increasing opportunities in the world and how technology can give our lives greater meaning.
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Review
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-The Economist
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Most helpful customer reviews

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Incredibly Important
By Zach Augustine
One of the most thought provoking books in human history. The cofounder of Wired (who also spent half his
life voluntarily, technologically homeless, so this is NOT a one-sided book) starts with a simple question:
Where is technology going, what does it want, why, and what can we do about it? I can guarantee that you
have many of the same concerns or (deep-seated uneasiness) that he describes.

The answers are not simple, in fact that are impossibly complex. Tracing cosmological, biological, and
technological evolution Kelly makes an honest attempt at revealing the truly BIG answers--Man, God, Life,
and Meaning. All within a historical and scientific framework.

This book has more facts and history than you can shake a spoon at and for those alone it's worth reading.
Why is the smallest Rock ant smarter than our best computers? Humans can go to space but we can't make
basic judgemental calls--Why? What tech will continue evolving and what will stay the same for millennia
(more)? Why do the Amish use diesel engines drawn by horses? How many times have eyes evolved
independently? How many individual times was Harry Potter written? Why do technological terrorists shop
at Walmart? What level of tech will make you happy? All of these are answered in incredible, clear detail.
The first quarter of the book is a very large scale view of technological evolution. This serves as the
framework that is theoretically modified in more specific directions later.

The truly remarkable parts of this book occur in the 2nd and 3rd quarters. This is where Kelly takes your
concerns and goes 10 steps beyond even the most audacious science fiction in describing technology as a
living force in the greater evolutionary context of the Universe. It makes The Matrix seem like a puppet
show and the remarkable thing is that Kelly says it is--in comparison to real life. Life really is stranger than
fiction.

The last quarter loses steam as it concludes. With all his major points made, Kelly spends a lengthy analysis
on how exactly future technology will develop. It is very convincing but understandably broad (and
unknowable!). The last quarter does not detract one bit from the immensity of the ideas presented in the first
3 quarters.

What I like best is Kelly's passionate, clear, yet remarkably humble writing. The idea that we are nothing
more than free yet completely inconsequential parts of a vast autonomous system is haunting yet inspiring.
Kelly isn't concerned with fame or even academic impact. If he didn't write this, book someone else would
have. Even Einstein only beat inevitability by a few years. He understands the scale of it all. Above all, he is
concerned with the human element: how to make our lives better and how they will change in the immediate
and long term future. As they always have.



Must read.

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
One of the most important books I've read -
By Joy
This is one of the most impactful books ever written if readers will deeply contemplate the concepts put
forth. I listened to it half a dozen times on Audible before buying this hard copy. It is the roadmap of the
journey of our species, and we are walking straight off a very steep cliff. Some readers will miss the
importance because they will not add the contemplation. Novels you need not think about - just get lost in
them. Books like this open your mind if its doors are not stuck shut.

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful.
Even if you don't fully share the view of the writer, it is worth reading
By Cliente Kindle
The main idea is far from new. Similarities among different fields have been always used as a way to get
new insights. However, this does not always work. There are excellent models like the ones by Stafford Beer
and his comparison between biology and organizations and others that are fully trivial. This book has both:
Some comparisons or some models are really brilliant and with a good support of data while others are
obvious or less interesting.

Technology or "technium" is not seen as similar to natural evolution but as the next phase of a wider
evolutionary process. Some parts could remind of "I Robot" by Asimov but the general idea is:

Phase 1: Evolutionary process has its specific features and can be seen everywhere.
Phase 2: "Technium" is starting the same process through man-made artifacts and ideas.
Phase 3: "Technium" is not starting a new process. Instead, it is the continuation of the same process.
Phase 4: What can be said about the future?

Perhaps the main advice for a potential reader should be an unfair one: Keep trying. It is unfair since a bad
book does not deserve to be finished and this one could be seen in some parts as a bad book that already
made its whole point. Not true. For instance, the chapter devoted to the Amish could be boring for many
people (including me) but, after that one, it is possible to find others much more interesting.

Paradoxes like the one shown with electric engines, present everywhere just before dissappearing (because
we are not even conscious of how many common devices are powered by electric engines) are very
interesting. It is worth to read it.

See all 99 customer reviews...
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